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poorer members of the noble clans must have been excluded
from all share in power; but as a rule, especially in countries
such as Attica, where wealth depended almost wholly on
landed possessions, the aristocracy of wealth and birth must
generally have coincided. Such, however, could riot have been
the case in the maritime states of Asia Minor which were
given up to trade, and yet it is here that the aristocracies of
the " knights" are especially prominent. Such governments
were found at Magnesia on the Maeander, at Colophon, and at
Cyme. Another kind of government that hovers between an
aristocratic and an oligarchic character deserves some mention
here; for, although it belongs to a later stage of political
development, some instances of it are as old as the eighth cen-
tury. It is the aristocracy of the colonies, where the original
possession of landed property has created a status which may
in some cases have become fixed enough to exist without its
original support. The privileged class is formed by the yapopoi
or yewfjLopoi, round which the later &5/-tos gathers. Instances of
such governments are found at Samos, and at Leontini and
Syracuse in Sicily.

The last stage is marked by more artificial forms of oligarchy,
where the aristocratic element is thrust still further into the
background. Such governments are mentioned here because,
although they are found chiefly in the western colonies, they
may in certain cases be a reflection of an earlier state of things
in Greece. Even, however, if they be regarded as pure
political experiments, such as are found earliest in colonial
settlements, the work of the legislator who created them is but
an expression of the tentative spirit which at the close of this
epoch was seeking to find some other basis for power than that
of birth. Sometimes these governments depend on a fixed
property-qualification, sometimes they admit only a certain
number of citizens to power.1 The government of "the thou-
sand " (oi x&wt) ig so widely spread in Italy that it may well
have owed its origin to some master-mind. At Locri2 it was
probably the work of Zaleucus, and to this influence its presence
at Croton 3 and Rhegium4 may also have been due.

1 If we are to believe the Ath. Pol.      this is probably an anachronism,

(c. 4), a constitution of the first kind          2 Polyb. xiL 16.

was found at Athens by Draco when he         3 Jumbl. Fit,. Pythay. 35, 260.

began his work of organisation ;  but         4 Heracleid  Fragm. 25.